FORMERLY   THE   LOUISIANA    CONSERVATIONIST 


Volume  5 


<*m&® 


MARCH,    1947 


Number  4 


STATE  WILDLIFE  FEDERATION  TO  MEET  APRIL  12-13 

Alexandria  Is 

Site  Of  Annual^  bs  J" 

Sportsmen  Meet.   con. 

With  Oscar  L.  Chapman,  Under- 
secretary of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  heading 
an  array  of  outstanding  speakers, 
a  well  balanced  program  has  been 
rranged  for  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife 
Federation  to  be  held  in  Alexan- 
dra Saturday  and  Sunday,  April 
12  and  13.  Headquarters  will  be 
at  the  Bentley  Hotel. 

In  addition  to  the  United  States 
official,  other  speakers  will  in- 
clude T.  A.  McAmis,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Arkansas  Fish  and 
Game  Commission,  Commissioner 
Luther  S.  Montgomery  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment, Malcolm  Lafargue,  U.  S. 
district  attorney  for  the  western 
district  of  Louisiana,  Major  James 
Brown,  director  of  the  Fish  and 
Game  Division  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department,  Judge 
Frank  Voelker  of  Lake  Providence 
of  the  sixth  judicial  district,  and 
representatives  of  'the  district  at- 
torney's and  sheriff's  associations. 

Pre-convention  activities  will  get 
under  way  Friday  evening, 
April  11,  when  registration  will 
open  at  7:00  p.  m.,  for  early  ar- 
rivals. On  Friday  evening  at 
8  p.  m..  President  Sumpter  Cousin 
of  Shreveport  will  give  a  dinner  in 
honor  of  officers  and  guest 
speakers. 

Registration  will  be  resumed 
Saturday  morning  at  8:00  a.m., 
and  the  convention  will  formally 
get  under  way  at  10:30  a.  m.,  with 
address  of  welcome  from  Alexan- 
dria city  officials.  The  conven- 
tion will  continue  all  day  Satur- 
day, with  all  of  the  principal 
(Continued  to  Page  6,  Column  3) 


Problems  of  Gulf  fishe 
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xican  fishing   waters   in   the  above  photograph 
eries    and    Wildlife    branch   of  the    U.   S.    State 
of  the  Texas   Game,    Fish  and  Oyster  Commisi 
mission,    Luther    S.    Montgomery,    Commissione 
an,    fisheries    official    from    Florida. 

(For  details,  see  story  on   page  3) 
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Ducks    Unlimited    Trustees    to    Meet  March  27-29 


Outstanding  conservationists 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  are  expected  to  at- 
tend the  annual  meeting  of  Trus- 
tees of  Ducks  Unlimited,  Inc., 
to  be  held  in  New  Orleans,  March 
27,  28,  29.  Headquarters  will  be 
at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel.  This  is 
the   first   time   that  this   organiza- 


tion   has   held   its   annual   conven- 
tion in  the  South. 

The  meeting  will  open  Thursday 
noon,  March  27th.  Sessions  will 
continue  Friday  morning  and  af- 
ternoon, and  on  Friday  evening, 
there  will  be  the  annual  banquet 
to  be  held  at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel, 
open  to  all  sportsmen.  The  final 
convention  feature  will  be  a  din- 


ner Saturday  evening  for  trustees 
and    officals. 

Among  the  outstanding  speakers 
slated  to  address  the  convention 
are  William  J.  Reid,  Long  Beach, 
California,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  Ducks  Unlimited,  Inc.,  who  is 
a  nationally  recognized  expert  on 
conservation;  Justice  W.  G.  Ross 
(Continued  to  Page  2,  Column  1) 
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Ducks  Unlimited 
Trustees  Meet 
In  New  Orleans 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  Canada,  a  member  of  the  Cana- 
dian Advisory  Game  Commission 
and  an  outstanding  orator,  and 
B.  W.  Cartwright,  chief  naturalist 
of  Ducks  Unlimited  in  Canada, 
and  others. 

Morton  W.  Smith,  Minneapolis, 
president  of  Ducks  Unlimited,  Inc., 
will  preside  at  the  business  ses- 
sions. Advance  reservations  indi- 
cate that  practically  every  part  of 
the  United  States  as  well  as 
Canada  will  be  represented  at  the 
convention. 


Sponges  are  classed  as  animals. 


Propose  Bill 
To  Protect  The 
Shrimp  Industry 

A  bill  intended  to  protect  the 
American  shrimp  industry  from 
Mexican  competition  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  House  by  Rep. 
James  Domengeaux  of  the  Third 
Louisiana  District. 

The  bill  proposes  that  the  total 
importation  from  Mexico  of  fresh 
iced  canned  and  processed  shrimp 
into  this  country  in  any  one  cal- 
endar year  beginning  with  1947 
shall  not  exceed  the  largest  total 
quantity  of  such  importation  dur- 
ing any  one  calendar  year  be- 
tween January  1,  1942,  and  De- 
cember 31,  1945. 

Rep.  Domengeaux  told  the 
House   that   the    livelihood    of   the 


thousands  of  shrimp  producers 
and  packers  in  Louisiana  and  other 
Gulf  states  is  endangered  by  the 
steadily  increasing  importation  of 
this  seafood  into  the  United  States 
from  Mexican  waters. 

He  said  that  due  to  cheap  labor 
and  other  reasons,  Mexico  can 
place  Shrimp  on  the  Chicago  and 
other  markets  at  a  lower  price 
than  American  producers.  "This 
situation,"  he  stated,  "can  and 
will  wreck  an  American  business 
that  has  taken  long  years  of  toil, 
courage  and  sacrifice  to  develop 
to    its   present   importance. 

After  surviving  the  depression 
years,  those  engaged  in  shrimp- 
ing have  had  an  opportunity  dur- 
ing the  more  prosperous  period 
to  build  up  their  industry  and 
place  it  on  a  substantial  basis,  Rep. 


Domengeaux  declared;  but  he 
added  that  as  this  economic  pros- 
perity subsides  they  will  be  faced 
by  weakened  markets  and  reduced 
prices.  If  they  are  protected  prop- 
erly by  their  own  government  they 
still  will  be  in  a  position  to  make 
a  good  living.  If  not,  they  can 
easily  face  bankruptcy." 


TOTAL  OF  92  ARRESTS 
REPORTED  IN  FEBRUARY 

A  total  of  92  arrests  for  viola- 
tions of  game  and  fish  laws  were 
reported  during  the  month  of 
February  by  agents  by  enforce- 
ment agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department.  The  ar- 
rests were  made  in  27  parishes 
and  ranged  all  the  way  from  sell- 
ing game  fish  to  killing  bear  in 
closed  season. 


HEADLINE  SPEAKERS  AT  DU  TRUSTEES  MEETING 
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Hunting  Accidents  on  Increase  in  Louisiana 


The  headlines  in  the  above  photo- 
graph which  appeared  in  Louisi- 
ana's newspapers  during  the  past 
several  months  from  last  Octo- 
ber 1  when  the  hunting  season 
started  through  March  1  when  the 
season  ended  tells  a  tragic  story. 
These  represent  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  tragic  news  stories 
which  appeared  in  Louisiana's 
newspapers  during  the  past  six 
months  while  the  hunting  season 
was   on. 

A  compilation  of  records  main- 
tained by  the  Division  of  Educa- 
tion and  Publicity  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department  shows 
that  a  total  of  79  hunting  acci- 
dents, 22  of  them  fatal,  occurred 
in  Louisiana,  during  the  1946-47 
hunting  season.  This  compares  with 
71  accidents,  and  16  fatalities  oc- 
curing  during  the  1945-46  season. 

There  were  a  larger  percentage 
of  fatal  accidents  this  year  than 
during  the  past  hunting  season. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  most  of 
the  hunting  accidents  were  caused 
by  accidental  discarge  of  guns 
either  while  hunting  or  at  home. 
Another  unusual  feature  is  that 
most  of  those  envolved  in  these 
accidents  were  young  people,  rang- 
ing in  ages  from   11  to  21. 

There  were  at  least  two  fatal 
accidents  caused  by  drowning 
while  duck  hunting. 

A  check  of  the  various  hunting 
accidents  envolving  youngsters 
shows  the  need  for  special  training 
of  young  people  in  proper  handl- 
ing of  firearms. 

At  least  two  deaths  while  hunt- 
ing were  attributed  to  heart 
attack  and  were  not  directly  con- 
nected with  guns,  although  the  vic- 
tims were  out  hunting,  when  the 
attacks  occurred. 


Quite  a  number  of  the  accidents, 
fatal  and  otherwise,  were  self- 
inflicted,  while  a  majority  were 
caused  by  other  members  in  the 
hunting  party. 

There  were  a  number  of  unusual 
accidents,  as  for  example,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Herbert  Freeland,  15  years  old 
of  Rayville,  was  killed  when  he 
stumbled  over  a  log  and  his  shot- 
gun accidentally  discharged. 

While  riding  in  a  pirogue  with 
an  older  brother  en  route  to  duck 
hunting,  Alley  Anthony  LeBoeuf, 
of  Houma,  age  11,  was  killed  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun 
lying  in  the  pirogue. 

James  Roy  Walters,  age  42,  of 
Delhi,  accidentally  shot  himself  in 
the  knee  while  hunting  squirrels 
and  bled  to  death  before  help 
could  reach  him. 

Another  unusual  accident  oc- 
curred when  James  L.  Mitchell, 
age  18  of  Vivian,  stepped  into  a 
hole  while  out  squirrel  hunting, 
accidentally  discharging  his  gun, 
which  later  proved  fatal. 

Another  example  of  carelessness 
with  guns  even  when  not  actually 
out  hunting  resulted  in  the  death 
of  Alice  Scott  negro,  age  12  of 
near  Baton  Rouge.  A  12-gauge 
double-barreled  shotgun  was  on 
the  bed,  belonging  to  J.  E.  Jack- 
son, negro,  who  was  preparing  to 
go  hunting.  Not  knowing  the 
weapon  was  loaded,  Jackson 
started  to  pick  up  the  gun,  the 
trigger  became  caught  in  the  bed- 
clothes and  the  gun  went  off  hit- 
ting the  little  girl. 

Stray  bullets  accounted  for 
many  accidents.  One  man,  mis- 
taken for  a  deer,  was  shot,  and 
later  died  from  the  injuries. 

Pure  carelessness  accounted  for 


many  accidents.  For  example, 
there  was  the  young  man  who  had 
unloaded  his  12-gauge  shotgun 
while  on  a  hunting  trip  and  began 
waving  it  around  in  a  playful  man- 
ner, but  there  was  one  shot  left 
and  his  companion  got  hit  with  it. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  accidents, 
both  fatal  and  otherwise,  resulted 
from  accidental  discharge  of  guns. 
Squirrel  hunting  accounted  for  the 
largest  percentage  of  accidents, 

Shotguns  accounted  for  70  per- 
cent of  the  accidents.  Thirty-two 
persons  shot  themselves  accident- 
ally, while  47  received  their  in- 
juries or  were  killed  at  the  hands 
of  others. 

The  northern  part  of  the  State 
had  the  largest  number  of  acci- 
dents. 

An  unusual  accident  occurred 
when  Carrol  Clark,  Breaux  Bridge, 
16,  was  shot  by  a  12-gauge  shot- 
gun lying  on  the  floor  of  the  car 
he  was  riding.  When  the  car  door 
was  opened  the  gun  went  off. 

Albert  Troquille,  Jr.,  18  of 
Cloutierville,  received  injuries  to 
his  left  hand  when  a  16  gauge 
shotgun  accidentally  discharged. 
Amputation  of  the  left  hand  was 
necessary.  Another  youth  of  the 
same  town,  W.  S.  Lacaze,  Jr.,  age 
11,  lost  his  left  foot,  when  a  12 
gauge  shotgun  accidentally  dis- 
charged when  his  brother  picked 
it  up  from  the  ground  while  both 
of  them  were  on  a  hunting  trip. 

Methods  used  in  compiling  the 
report,  according  to  Isaac  D.  Chap- 
man, director  of  the  Education 
and  Publicity  Division,  are  not 
guaranteed  to  be  100  percent  ac- 
curate. They  included  careful 
checking  of  all  Louisiana  news- 
papers with  assistance  of  reports 
from   enforcement  agents. 


State  Department 
Holds  Hearing  On 
Fisheries  In  State 

Officials  of  the  U.  S.  State  De- 
partment held  an  open  hearing  in 
New  Orleans  Tuesday,  March  4th, 
and  heard  the  views  of  interested 
parties  on  fisheries  conservation  in 
the  international  waters  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  American  fish- 
ing rights  on  the  high  seas  of  the 
Gulf.  William  E.  S.  Flory,  chief 
of  the  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
branch  of  the  State  Department, 
stated  this  information  would  be 
utilized  by  the  State  Department 
in  making  appropirate  arrange- 
ments with  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. 

Five  southern  states,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Florida,  Alabama  and 
Texas,  were  represented  at  the 
hearing.  A  number  of  shrimp  and 
commercial  fishing  interests  from 
many  coastal  parishes  in  the  State 
were  also  represented. 

The  hearing  was  called,  it  was 
stated,  following  repeated  seizures 
of  Louisiana  and  other  Gulf  state 
fishing  boats  in  Mexican  waters 
and  request  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment that  some  solution  be  worked 
out. 

Mr.  Flory,  who  presided  at  the 
hearing,  listed  four  issues  that 
were  involved  in  any  solution  of 
this  problem.    They  were,  he  said: 

1.  The  issue  of  the  definition 
of  the  extent  of  Mexican  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  fisheries. 

2.  The  rights  and  privileges  of 
American  fishermen  in  Mexican 
territorial  waters  in  case  of  storm 
or  distress. 

3.  Rights  and  privileges  of 
American  fishermen  to  fish  in 
Mexican  territorial  waters  and  to 
use  Mexican  port  facilities  and 
land  establishments. 

4.  What  necessary  conservation 
moves  might  be  undertaken  jointly 
by  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
for  the  long-range  benefit  of  all 
concerned. 

Representing  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  at  the 
hearing  were  Commissioner  L.  S. 
Montgomery,  Director  James  N. 
McConnell,  and  Chief  Biologist  Dr. 
James  N.  Gowanloch. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Flory,  others 
who  represented  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment at  the  hearing  were  Robert 
McNicoll  of  the  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries  branch  of  the  State  De- 
partment, Dr.  H.  J.  Deason,  special 
assistant  to  the  director  of  the 
U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
and  P.  J.  Reveley  of  the  division 
of  Mexican  affairs  of  the  State 
Department. 
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News  of  Meetings  and  Activities  of 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  Clubs 


REILLY  RE-ELECTED  HEAD 
OF    NEW   ORLEANS 
SPORTSMEN 

John  Reilly  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  the  New  Orleans  Sports- 
men's League  at  a  meeting  of  di- 
rectors of  the  League  held  March 
12th.  This  is  his  third  term  as 
head  of  the  organization.  Angus 
Eason  was  named  first  vice-presi- 
dent, Clinton  Bridgeman  was 
elected  second  vice-president,  De- 
Weese  Kostmayer  was  named 
secretary  and  A.  K.  Northrop  was 
elected  treasurer. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  monthly 
meetings  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
every  month  and  all  meetings  will 
be  held  at  a  permanent  place  each 
month,  the  7-Up  Room,  at  1024  N. 
Rampart  St.  Paul  Kalman,  Val 
Flanagan  and  Arthur  Van  Pelt,  all 
New  Orleans  outdoor  writers,  were 
named  as  co-chairmen  of  a  pro- 
gram committee  to  prepare  inter- 
esting programs  for  each  meeting. 

A  membership  drive  was  decided 
upon  and  the  goal  is  between  one 
thousand  to  1500  members  before 
the  date  of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife 
Federation  convention  in  Alexan- 
dria April  12th. 

The  New  Orleans  Sportsmen's 
League  held  its  annual  election  of 
directors  at  a  meeting  attended  by 
nearly  150  people  the  first  week 
in  March.  Motion  pictures  were 
shown  following  the  business  ses- 
sion. Among  visitors  were  three 
officials  from  Alabama  who  were 
Hubert  A.  Kimbrough,  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Alabama  Wildlife  Fed- 
eration, Senator  Joe  Langan  and 
Tom   Ford,   public   relations   direc- 


tor for  the  Alabama  Conservation 
Department. 

Elected  as  new  directors  of  the 
League  were  Harry  Rainold,  Abr- 
ner  K.  Northrop  and  Dewieese 
Kostmayer.  Those  re-elected  to 
serve  another  term  were  John  F. 
Reily,  James  0.  Grout,  Clinton 
Bridgeman,  John  E.  Jackson,  Fred 
McCormac,  Richard  G.  Jones,  Ike 
Brennecke  and  Angus  Esson.  The 
directors  will  elect  the  new  offi- 
cers for  the  year. 

ST.   TAMMANY    SPORTSMEN'S 
GROUP    REORGANIZES 

The  St.  Tammany-  Parish  Sports- 
men's League  was  reorganized  at 
a  recent  meeting  held  in  Coving- 
ton. New  officers  elected  were 
Dr.  William  Healy,  president; 
Freddie  Seiler,  vice-president,  and 
Barney  Carey,  secretary-treasurer. 

TALLULAH  SPORTSMEN'S 
CLUB  HOLDS  BIG 
GET-TOGETHER 

Nearly  200  sportsmen  from  Tal- 
lulah  and  surronding  parishes  at- 
tended a  barbecue  and  get-together 
sponsored  by  the  Tallulah  Sports- 
men's club  held  March  5th  at  the 
Tallulah  Community  club.  J.  W. 
Love,  president  of  the  club  pre- 
sided, and  among  the  speakers 
were  Commissioner  L.  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  Judge  Frank 
Voelker,  Isaac  Chapman  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment, Harry  Hickman,  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Caddo  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion at  Shreveport,  Percy  N. 
Browne,    secretary   of   the    Louisi- 
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ana  Wildlife  Federation,  O.  N.  Mc- 
Neil, Monroe,  vice-president  of  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation,  and 
others. 

Quite  a  number  of  new  mem- 
bers were  enrolled  at  this  meeting, 
and  plans  were  made  to  continue 
the  membership  drive.  It  was  an- 
nounced that  a  mail  ballot  would 
be  taken  on  election  of  directors 
for  the   club. 

EAST  CARROLL  SPORTSMEN 
HOLD   INTERESTING 
MEETING 

The  East  Carroll  Parish  Fish 
and  Game  Assocation  held  an  in- 
teresting supper  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary, which  was  featured  by  the 
appointment  of  standing  com- 
mittees for  the  year  by  President 
F.  H.  Schneider,  Jr.  The  organi- 
zation is  working  on  plans  for  a 
game  preserve  in  East  Carroll  Par- 
ish, and  W.  McFarland  Long, 
chairman  of  that  committee,  re- 
ported that  some  progress  is  being 
made. 

The  East  Carroll  Fish  and  Game 
Association  is  the  only  sportsmen's 
group  in  the  State,  as  far  as  is 
known,  that  have  ladies  in  its  mem- 
bership, and  the  ladies  are  an  ac- 
tive part  of  the  organization. 

FIFTEEN  DAY  TURKEY 
SEASON  STARTS  APRIL  1st 
A  15-day  season  on  wild 
turkey  gobblers  gets  under 
way  in  Louisiana  April  1.  The 
bag  limit  is  one  gobbler  per 
season.  There  is  a  closed  sea- 
son on  wild   turkey  hens. 

NINETEEN   CATAHOULA 
FISHERMEN  FINED  IN  RAID 

In  a  sweeping  raid,  enforce- 
ment agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  arrested  19 
men  in  Jonesville  the  first  week 
in  March  for  commercial  fishing 
without  licenses  and  confiscated 
several  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
illegal  equipment. 

Magistrate  Stanley  J.  Farmer 
fined  each  of  the  19  fishermen 
$12.50  and  costs  of  court.  The 
arrests  were  made  in  the  vicinity 
of  Larto  Lake  and  Black  River 
near  Jonesville. 

The  concerted  drive  by  enforce- 
ment officers  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  was  the  re- 
sult of  recent  discoveries  of  white 
perch  and  other  game  fish  being- 
shipped  out  of  the  state  and  on 
the  menus  of  restaurants. 

Let  by  Earl  Nugent,  district  en- 
forcement supervisor,  agents  par- 
ticipating in  the  raids  included 
Clarance  Hood,  Ivy  Beard,  Ray 
Stutson,  Lee  Davis,  A.  D.  Swayze, 
Steve  Collins  and  Oliver  Taunton. 


Coastal  Parishes 
Organize  For 
Study  Of  Problems 

The  Seafoods  Association  of 
Coastal  Parishes  was  organized  at 
a  meeting  held  in  Morgan  City 
February  27th,  and  its  purpose  is 
to  work  out  a  solution  to  the  prob- 
lems facing  oil  and  seafoods  inter- 
est in  the   coastal  parishes. 

Elected  as  temporary  chairman 
of  the  organization  was  J.  J.  Holt- 
greve,  member  of  the  Jefferson 
Parish  Police  Jury.  Chosen  to 
serve  with  him  were  A.  B.  Chauvin, 
member  of  the  shrimping  industry 
Terrebonne  parish,  vice-chairman; 
T.  B.  Holeomb,  president  of  the 
Terrebonne  parish  Police  Jury, 
secretary;  and  E.  M.  Lapeyrouse 
(Terrebonne  parish),  T.  W.  Ran- 
dle,  (St.  Martin),  Clem  Perrin 
(Jefferson),  Judge  L.  H.  Perez 
(Plaquemines),  Henry  Gautreaux, 
(Vermilion),  Harvey  Lewis  (St. 
Mary),  Guy  C.  Lewis  (Jefferson), 
John  Tally  (St.  Martin),  Rene  Del- 
homme  (Lafayette),  and  L.  A. 
Borne  (Lafom-che),  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  idea  of  such  an  organiza- 
tion was  conceived  at  a  meeting 
of  representatives  of  police  juries 
and  fishing  industries  held  at 
Gretna  on  February  21st.  The 
coastal  parishes  are  rich  in  sea- 
foods and  oil  deposits  but  a  con- 
flict has  arisen  in  the  development 
of  these  two  great  natural  re- 
sources. Seafood  producers  are 
claiming  pollution  to  waterbottoms 
and  hazards  to  navigation  as  a 
result  of  oil  exploration. 

Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  who  attended 
the  meeting  told  of  the  work  that 
the  department  is  engaged  in  to 
determine  what  effect  seismo- 
graphic  operations  are  having  on 
fish  life  in  the  Gulf.  He  told  of 
the  progress  that  is  being  made  in 
the  oyster  pollution  fight. 

It  was  reported  at  the  meeting 
that  oil  companies  have  indicated 
that  they  are  making  serious  ef- 
forts to  determine  in  what  manner 
exploration  work  is  harmful  to 
fishing  and  navigation  and  to  cor- 
rect any  evils  for  which  they  are 
responsible. 

In  addition  to  Commissioner 
Montgomery,  officials  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
who  attended  the  meeting  were 
James  N.  McConnell,  director  of 
the  Division  of  Oysters  and  Water- 
bottoms,  John  G.  Appel,  director 
of  the  Enforcement  Division, 
Frank  J.  Coogan,  director  of  Divi- 
sion of  Research  and  Statistics, 
and  Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch. 
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WILDLIFE  CRISIS  OFFERS  CHALLENGE 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  SPORTSMEN  OF  LOUISIANA 


Recent  events  and  occurrences 
have  added  positive  proof  that  a 
grave  crisis  is  facing  the  wildlife 
resources  of  this  nation.  The  sit- 
uation is  the  same  in  every  state 
and  Louisiana  is  no  exception. 
Tremendous  increases  in  the  num- 
bers of  hunters  and  fishermen, 
has  placed  overwhelming  pressure 
on  legitimate  fishing  and  hunting, 
and  added  to  this  is  an  apparent 
unparalleled  wave  of  fish  and 
game  law  violations  which  swept 
over  the  entire  country  during 
the  past  season,  all  of  which  has 
caused  an  additional  deadly  men- 
ace to  wildlife. 

But  out  of  the  dark  clouds  cov- 
ering the  conservation  horizon 
appears  a  ray  of  light.  And  that 
seems  to  be  reflected  in  a  re- 
awakening of  interest  among  the 
rank  and  file  of  our  sportsmen 
who  are  becoming  convinced  that 
the  time  has  come  for  action. 

We  have  seen  this  new  interest 
reflected  in  many  parts  of  Loui- 
siana in  recent  months.  It  is  re- 
flected in  actions  of  district  courts 
and  district  attorneys,  who  backed 
by  public  opinion,  which  in  some 
instances  they  did  not  have  be- 
fore, are  now  clearing  their  doc- 
kets of  long  pending  fish  and 
game  violations.  It  is  shown  in 
the  attitude  of  individual  sports- 
men, who  without  any  prodding 
from  outside  sources,  are  trying 
to  get  information  on  how  to  go 
about  the  organization  of  spoils- 
men groups  in  their  own  towns. 

It  all  adds  up  to  the  fact  that 
the  sportsmen  and  conservation- 
ists of  Louisinaa  are  awake  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  crisis  confront- 
ing their  fish  and  game  resources 
and  want  to  do  something  about 
it.  All  they  need  is  guidance  and 
leadership. 

This  leads  to  the  conviction  that 
the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation 
now  has  the  opportunity  to  per- 
form a  great  service  for  the  sports- 
men of  Louisiana  and  ipso  facto 
for  the  State's  wildlife  conserva- 
tion movement. 

The  time  is  ripe  now  for  an 
organization  of  sportsmen  in  Loui- 
siana that  could  conceivably  reach 
a  membership  of  20  to  25  thou- 
sand and  have  active  units  in  each 
of  the  64  parishes  in  the  State. 
The  sportsmen  and  conservation- 
ists now  directing  the  affairs  of 
the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation 
and  the  active  sportsmen  clubs  in 
the  State  can  provide  the  leader- 
ship and  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  bring  this  about.  The  time  will 
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never  again   be  more   propitious! 

But  this  lofty  purpose  can  never 
be  accomplished  without  a  full 
time  organization,  and  without  a 
full  time  executive  director  in 
charge.  The  leaders  of  our  sports- 
men organizations  are  all  busy 
business  and  professional  men,  and 
no  matter  how  interested  they  are, 
and  many  of  them  have  devoted 
a  great  deal  of  time  at  personal 
sacrifices,  they  apparently  have 
not  in  the  past  nor  could  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  do  so  now, 
to  devote  sufficient  time  to  bring- 
about  the  results  that  would  be 
possible. 

To  obtain  information  on  what 
sportsmen  organizations  are  doing 
in  other  states,  what  they  have 
been  able  to  accomplish,  and  how 
they  have  gone  about  organizing 
and  financing  their  organizations, 
the  editor  of  the  LOUISIANA 
GAME,  FUR  AND  FISH,  has  re- 
cently made  a  survey  of  several 
states  that  have  full  time  sports- 
men organizations,  and  this  file 
is  available  to  officers  of  the  Loui- 
siana Wildlife  Federation. 


More  and  more  States  are 
coming  to  the  realization  that  in 
order  to  have  an  effective 
sportsmen  organization  they 
must  have  it  organized  on  a  full 
time  basis.  There  are  many  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained. 

For  example,  one  of  the  jobs 
of  the  full  time  executive  would 
be  to  plan  programs  and  projects 
for  various  individual  clubs,  to 
coordinate  the  work  of  the 
various  units,  and  in  gc 
maintain  year 
and  enth 
men. 
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One  definite  conclusion  can  be 
reached  from  this  survey,  and  that 
is  that  the  states  that  are,  in  most 
instances,  the  furtherest  advanced 
in  conservation,  are  the  states  that 
have  the  strongest  and  most  active 
sportsmen   organizations. 

One  natural  result  of  strong 
and  active  sportsmen  groups  is 
better  law  enforcement,  and  also 
a  vehicle  for  spreading  the  gospel 
of  sportsmanship  and  conserva- 
tion. 

Let's  take  a  quick  glance  at 
a  few  of  the  states  that  have  full 
time   sportsmen   organizations : 

Missouri's  sportsmen  organiza- 
tion is  known  as  the  Conserva- 
tion Federation  of  Missouri.  It  has 


an  annual  budget  in  excess  of 
$8,000  and  at  the  present  time 
has  some  10,000  members.  The 
Federation  gets  25  cents  per  mem- 
ber from  each  club,  but  obtains 
much  of  its  income  from  contribu- 
tions. 

In  Maryland,  they  probably  have 
one  of  the  largest  and  strongest 
sportsmen  organizations  in  the 
country,  in  their  League  of  Mary- 
land Sportsmen,  Inc.  They  have 
two  types  of  membership,  affiliate 
and  sustaining.  Affiliate  members 
are  by  clubs  at  $10  per  year  or 
20  cents  per  individual  member, 
whichever  is  greater.  Sustaining 
membership  dues  are  $25  upward. 
The  League  is  largely  financed 
however,  by  individual  contribu- 
tions, and  activities  conducted  for 
profit  such  as  sportsmen  shows. 
They  have  a  full  time  executive 
secretary  and  several  full  time 
employees. 

The  Illinois  Federation  of 
Sportsmen  Clubs  has  an  active 
secretary  and  two  full  time  em- 
ployees. Their  membership  dues 
are  25c  per  member  from  affili- 
ated clubs,  with  each  club  hav- 
ing the  right  to  charge  what  it 
desires  for  its  dues.  As  of  Febru- 
ary 1,  1947,  they  had  a  state  mem- 
bership of  45,720,  and  their 
operating  budget  for  the  year 
amounts  to  $31,000. 

The  North  Carolina  Wildlife 
Federation  is  less  than  two  years 
old,  and  now  has  a  membership 
of  15,000,  with  102  active  clubs 
in  96  of  the  100  counties  in  that 
state.  Membership  dues  are  $2 
for  regular  members  and  $1.00 
for  farmer  members,  with  the  Fed- 
eration getting  half  of  the  dues. 
In  addition  they  have  a  life  mem- 
bership which  requires  a  contribu- 
tion of  $100  or  more. 

Louisianians  will  be  particularly 
interested  in  what  is  going  on  in 
Florida  at  this  time,  a  state  which 
in  the  past  has  been  considered 
to  be  rather  backwards  in  its  con- 
servation set-up.  The  sportsmen  of 
that  state  have  just  recently  or- 
ganized the  Florida  Wildlife  Fed- 
eration, with  a  full  time  executive 
secretray  in  charge  and  a  central 
office.  They  now  have  26  affili- 
ated clubs  with  membership  of 
6,250,  and  their  immediate  ob- 
jective is  50,000  to  60,00.0  mem- 
bers. The  Federation  gets  50c  per 
individual  from  each  club,  the 
same  as  is  now  done  in  Loui- 
siana.  They  also  receive  financial 


support  from  other  types  of 
membership  known  as  sponsoring 
members,  sustaining  members, 
contributing  membership  and  asso- 
ciate membership,  such  as  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  Junior  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  and  other  or- 
ganizations. Their  budget  for  this 
year  is  $15,000  but  they  expect 
to  increase  this  to  $25,000  when 
the  goal  in  membership  is  reached. 
In  addition  to  this  membership 
drive,  the  Florida  Federation  is 
now  raising  a  fund  of  $100,000 
to  be  used  for  development  work 
outside  of  office  operation,  for 
publicity  and  promotional  work, 
and  they  hope  to  reach  this  $100,- 
000  within  the  next  two  months. 

The  work  of  a  full  time  execu- 
tive secretary  would  include 
among  other  things,  the  continual 
strengthening  of  the  organization 
by  formation  of  clubs  in  parishes 
that  do  not  have  them,  by  securing 
new  members,  and  by  formulating 
programs  and  suggesting  projects 
that  would  maintain  the  interest 
and  the  co-operation  of  those 
members.  It  would  be  safe  to  say 
that  after  the  first  year,  if  the 
proper  person  could  be'  found  to 
handle  this  job,  that  sufficient 
additional  revenue  in  membership 
dues  would  be  forthcoming  to 
make  the  full  time  organization 
5elf-sustaining. 

It  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  get  such  a  full  time  organiza- 
tion set  up,  to  obtain  contributions 
to  assure  the  successful  operation 
for  at  least  one  year.  We  believe 
there  are  enough  interested  sports- 
men in  Louisiana,  if  properly  ap- 
proached, who  would  contribute 
$50  to  $100  each  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Our  interest  in  this  movement 
lies  in  the  fact  that  we  are  aware 
that  a  strong  and  well  organized 
sportsmen  organization  in  Loui- 
siana, with  active  units  in  every 
parish,  will  be  a  tremendous  boost 
to  the  wildlife  conservation  pro- 
gram in  Louisiana.  It  will  help 
create  more  interest,  and  above 
all,  harness  that  interest  in  a 
movement  that  may  well  help  us 
solve  many  of  our  conservation 
problems  in  Louisiana. 

P.  S.  In  advancing  the  sug- 
gestion for  a  full  time  executive 
secretary  for  the  Louisiana  Wild- 
life Federation,  we  have  no  one 
in  mind.  Neither  the  writer  nor 
anybody  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  wildlife  con- 
servation in  the  State  is  available 
for  the   job. 
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ROTES  &  OBSERVflTIOHS... 

FROM  MOSS  THE  EDITORS  DESK 


BY 


"I  give  my  pledge  as  an  American  to  save  and  faithfully  to  defend 
from  waste  the  natural  resources  of  my  country — its  soil  and  minerals, 
its  forests,  waters  and  wildlife". 

The  above  is  the  Conservation  Pledge  that  has  been  officially 
adopted  by  the  United  States.  It  was  selected  in  a  nation-wide  contest 
by  a  national  outdoors  magazine  and  was  officially  accepted  by  the 
United  States  through  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Krug  in  ceremonies 
held  in  Washington  a  few  months  ago. 

This  pledge  should  be  recited  in  all  school  assemblies  and  in  all 
meetings  of  sportsmen  groups.  It  should  become  as  well  known  as 
the  pledge  of  allegiance.  All  Louisiana  sportsmen  clubs  should  recite 
this  pledge  at  the  opening  of  all  their  meetings,  and  it  would  be  a 
fine  idea  for  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  to  set  the  example  by 
reciting  this  pledge  at  the  opening  of  each  of  their  sessions  when  they 
meet  in  Alexandria  in  April. 

Two  gatherings  of  importance  to  conservationists  of  Louisiana  are 
scheduled  to  be  held  in  this  State  within  two  weeks  of  each  other.  The 
first  is  the  annual  meeting  of  trustees  of  Ducks  Unlimited,  Inc.,  to  be 
held  in  New  Orleans  March  27,  28,  29,  and  the  second,  is  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  to  be  held  in  Alex- 
andria, April  12,  13. 

Louisiana  has  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  Ducks  Unlimited. 
There  are  many  good  reasons  for  this  interest,  which  has  been  mani- 
fested in  many  ways,  and  it  is  a  compliment  to  the  State  and  a  token 
of  appreciation  on  behalf  of  Ducks  Unlimited  that  they  are  holding 
their  first  meeting  in  the  South  in  Louisiana. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  gatherings  the  sportsmen 
of  this  State  have  ever  held.  There  is  greater  need  now  than  ever 
before  for  a  strong  well  organized  sportsmen's  organization  in 
Louisiana. 

Two  concrete  examples  of  what  can  be  accomplished  when  sports- 
men work  together  came  to  light  this  month.  The  first  was  the  with- 
drawal of  two  vicious  firearms  bills  which  had  been  introduced  in 
Congress.  The  authors  evidently  heard  the  voice  of  public  opinion  as 
expressed  by  sportsmen  groups  throughout  the  nation  and  decided 
against  proceeding  with  this  legislation.  The  second  action  came  with 
the  introduction  of  a  resolution  in  the  House  of  the  Congress  calling 
for  the  establishment  of  a  special  committee  on  Wildlife  Conservation, 
which  has  been  sought  by  sportsmen  and  wildlife  conservationists 
since  the  congressional  reorganization  act  went  into  effect  at  this 
session  of  Congress  which  reduced  the  number  of  standing  committees 
and  eliminated  among  others  the  committe  on  wildlife  conservation. 

Word  from  Washington  is  to  the  effect  that  because  of  the  urgency 
of  the  wildlife  conservation  situation  throughout  the  nation,  the  resolu- 
tion providing  for  a  special  committee  to  consider  wildlife  legislation 
stands  a  good  chance  of  obtaining  approval  in  the  House,  and  that 
there  is  a  good  chance  that  the  Senate  also  may  succumb  to  wide- 
spread appeals  from  sportsmen  and  conservationists  to  re-establish 
the  special  committee  on  wildlife  in  the  Senate. 


State  Wildlife 
Federation  To 
Meet  April  12-13 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
speakers  scheduled   for  talks   dur- 
ing the  day. 

Mr.  McAmis  of  Arkansas  will 
speak  on  the  "Operation  of  a  Fish 
and  Game  Commission  in  Arkan- 
sas; Major  James  Brown  will  speak 
on  "Louisiana's  quail  propagation 
program".  The  subjects  of  the  ad- 
dresses by  the  other  speakers  have 
not  been  announced. 

The  annual  banquet  of  the  Fed- 
eration will  be  held  Saturday  night 
at  the  Bently  Hotel.  Charles  Home 
and  H.  B.  Hickman,  Shreveport, 
have  been  named  as  co-chairmen 
toplan  a  program  for  the  annual 
banquet. 

The  convention  will  resume  its 
business  sessions  Sunday  morning. 
This  session  will  be  featured  by 
reports  of  committees,  an  open 
forum,  and  election  of  officers 
and  directors.  The  convention  will 
formally  adjourn  at  noon  Sunday. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Alexandria 
Friday,  March  7th,  plans  for  the 
annual  convention  were  completed. 
Percy  N.  Browne,  secretary  of  the 
state  organization,  was  named 
chairman  of  the  program  com- 
mittee. Others  on  the  committee 
appointed  by  President  S.  P. 
Cousin  were  0.  N.  McNeil,  Monroe, 
John  Reilly,  New  Orleans,  Neeley 
Black,  Lake  Charles,  J.  M.  Shevnin 
and  T.  Henry  Williams,  Alexan- 
dria. 

Named  to  head  an  Alexandria 
arrangements  committee  were 
Judge  Gus  Voltz,  chairman,  Lam- 
bert Broadwell,  Dr.  L.  F.  Margu- 
der,  Steve  Lymberis,  Johnny  Rush 
and  Adras  LaBorde,  all  of  Alexan- 
dria. 

W.  J.  Cleveland,  Crowley,  was 
named  chairman  of  the  Federa- 
tion's sterring  committee;  F.  E. 
Hernandez,  Leesville,  was  named 
chairman  of  the  quail  committee, 
and  John  Reilly,  New  Orleans, 
was  named  chairman  of  the  preda- 
tor control  committee.  To  be  ap- 
pointed later  are  chairmen  and 
members  of  the  resolutions  and 
small  game  quadrupeds  com- 
mittees. 

The  nineteen  members  in  at- 
tendance at  the  Alexandria  ar- 
rangements meeting  were  desig- 
nated as  members  of  a  committee 
to  formulate  rules  for  awarding 
the  governor's  cup,  with  F.  E. 
Hernandez,  Leesville,  as  chairman. 
Rules  adopted  stipulated  that  the 
award  will  be  based  on  the  per- 
centage increase  in  membership  of 


a  local  wildlife  unit  in  1947  over 
1946,  that  all  participating  units 
must  have  been  in  existence  at  the 
time  of  the  1946  state  convention 
and  that  names  of  members  and 
dues  must  be  turned  in  to  the 
stale  secretary  by  noon  Saturday, 
April  12.  The  Lafourche  Parish 
Sportsmen's  Club  at  Thibodaux 
won  this  award  at  the  convention 
last  year. 

Attending  the  meeting  in  Alex- 
andria at  which  time  plans  for 
the  convention  were  formulated 
were  the   following: 

Judge  Gus  Voltz,  Lambert 
Broadwell,  T.  Henry  Williams, 
C.  0.  Brown,  J.  M.  Shevnin,  Reg 
H.  Hathorn,  Steve  Lymberis,  John 
Ward,  Dr.  L.  F.  Magruder  and 
Adras  LaBorde,  Alexandria;  S.  P. 
Cousin,  Percy  N.  Browne,  Charles 
Home,  H.  B.  Hickman,  Shreve- 
port; Neeley  Black,  Frank  Kelley, 
Lake  Charles;  W.  J.  Cleveland, 
Crowley;  B.  E.  M.  Skerrett,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  F.  E.  Hernandez,  Lees- 
ville. 


Caddo  Sheriff 
Commended  For 
Enforcement  Aid 

A  large  illegal  hoop  net,  which 
reached  almost  across  Caddo  Lake, 
was  picked  up  recently  by  enforce- 
ment agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  and  Sheriff 
J.  Howell  Flournoy  of  Caddo  parish 
and  his  deputies.  The  large  hoop 
net  had  open  spaces  about  half  the 
size  specified  as  legal  under  state 
law.  The  net  is  300  feet  long,  and 
at  the  time  it  was  hauled  in,  con- 
tained about  50  perch,  a  small 
number  of  trout  and  two  turtles, 
indicating  that  it  had  been  in  the 
water  only  a  short  time. 

Sheriff  Flournoy  stated  that  two 
Shreveport  sportsmen  fishing  in 
a  boat  discovered  the  net  and  re- 
ported the  incident.  The  sheriff 
put  the  large  net  on  display  on 
the  courthouse  square  in  Shreve- 
port, and  besides  it  placed  a  sign 
which  bore  the  warning  that  illegal 
seining  "will  soon  destroy  your 
game  fish",  and  an  appeal  to 
sportsmen  to  report  violations 
whenever  they  encounter  them. 

Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 
missioner Luther  S.  Montgomery 
commended  Sheriff  Flournoy  for 
his  cooperation.  "We  have  always 
had  100  percent  cooperation  from 
the  Caddo  Parish  sheriff  and  his 
deputies  in  the  enforcement  of 
game  and  fish  laws  in  Caddo  par- 
ish, and  it  is  this  commendable 
type  of  cooperation  from  law  en- 
forcement officers  that  is  helping 
us  to  more  effectively  protect  our 
fish  and  game  resources". 
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WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports    of    Arrests    and    Activities   ofL    s    n 

Wild   Life    Enforcement    Agents        library 

La.   con- 


Department  Cracks  Down  On  Violators 
In  Drive  To  Protect  Shrimp  Industry 


Agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  have  appre- 
hended some  52  fishing  vessels 
charged  with  violations  of  shrimp 
laws,  and  confiscated  155  barrels 
of  undersized  illegal  shrimp  in  a 
vigorous  drive  to  protect  Louisi- 
ana's  shrimp  industry. 

In  announcing  details  of  the 
drive,  Commissioner  Montgomery 
stated  that  milder  measures  have 
been  hopefully  tried  without  en- 
tire success,  and  that  sharper 
measures  recently  instituted  under 
the  new  laws  are  still  continuing. 
The    fishing    vessels    involved    are 


SHRIMP  SEASON  NOW 
OPEN  IN  LOUISIANA 

Until  June  10th,  it  is  legal 
to  trawl  for  shrimp  in  both 
inside  and  outside  waters  in 
Louisiana.  Between  June  and 
the  second  Monday  in  August, 
there  will  be  a  closed  season 
in  both  inside  and  outside 
waters.  These  new  seasons  for 
shrimp  trawling  were  set  up 
in  a  new  shrimp  law  enacted 
at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

From  December  15  through 
March  15  there  was  a  closed 
season  on  shrimp  trawling  in 
inside  waters  only.  This  ban 
was  lifted  March  16,  and  from 
that  date  until  June  10th,  the 
open  season  is  on  for  all 
shrimping   operations. 


charged  with  trawling  for  shrimp 
in  inside  waters  during  closed  sea- 
son. The  closed  season  is  between 
December  15  and  March  15  in 
waters  less  than  18  feet  in  depth. 

The  illegal  shrimp  confiscated 
from  these  vessels  and  from  the 
French  Market  in  New  Orleans 
were  distributed  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions and  hospitals.  A  large 
portion  of  this  illegal  shrimp  was 
very  small,  measuring  90  to  100 
specimens  to  the  pound  whereas 
the  legal  size  limit  is  68  to  the 
pound. 

Commissioner  Montgomery  an- 
nounced that  the  legal  staff  of 
the  Department  is  instituting  pro- 
ceedings against  the   operators   of 


the  vessels  under  the  provisions 
of  a  new  shrimp  law  enacted  at 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature. 
Drastic  penalties  are  provided,  in- 
cluding suspension  of  the  vessel 
from  engaging  in  shrimp  fishing 
or  other  operations  for  periods  of 
from  not  less  than  60  days  to  more 
than  six  months,  and  in  extreme 
cases,  complete  forfeiture  of  the 
fishing  vessel  to  be  sold  at  public 
auction.  This  is  the  first  oppor- 
tunity for  a  court  test  of  this  new 
law,  the  Commissioner  stated. 

"Because  they  realized  as  well 
as  we  that  drastic  measures  are 
necessary  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  shrimp  indus- 
try, the  leaders  of  the  Shrimp  in- 
dustry in  Louisiana  aided  this 
department  in  drawing  up  a  new 
shrimp  law  which  provides  drastic 
penalties  for  violations  and  their 
approval  and  endorsement  helped 
bring  about  legislative  enactment. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  enforce  these  laws 
and  avail  ourselves  of  every 
facility  provided  by  law  to  prevent 
future  violations  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Louisiana's  shrimp  indus- 
try and  we  are  doing  this,"  the 
Commissioner  stated. 

Montgomery  likewise  revealed 
that  "flying"  agents  of  the  De- 
partment were  used  effectively  in 
detecting  violations.  He  stated 
that  the  Department's  two  air- 
planes, on  constant  patrol  duty  in 
the  coastal  areas,  secured  the 
necessary  evidence  which  later 
lead  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
vessels  and  their  operators. 


FIREARMS  REGISTRATION 
BILLS  KILLED  IN  CONGRESS 

Two  bills  requiring  the  registra- 
tion of  all  sporting  arms  which 
have  been  introduced  at  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress  have  been  with- 
drawn as  a  result  of  tremendous 
protest  from  sportsmen  all  over 
the  nation. 

Senatory  Wiley  of  Wisconsin, 
author  of  S.  332  introduced  in 
the  Senate  has  already  withdrawn 
his  bill,  and  Representative  Car- 
son who  introduced  a  similar  bill 
in  the  House  known  as  H.  R.  1061 
has  announced  that  he  will  with- 
draw  his   bill. 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

FEBRUARY 

Angling  Without  License 

Commercial  Fishing — No  License 

Possessing  Undersize  Commercial 
Fish 

Possessing  Over  Legal  Limit  of 
Game  Fish 

Taking  Game  Fish  With  Illegal 
Tackles 

Commercial  Fishing  In  Closed 
Waters 

Possessing  Shrimp  in  Closed  Sea- 
son 

Possessing  Undersize  Shrimp 

Hunting  Without  License 

Hunting  With  Unplugged  Gun 

Hunting  At  Night 

Hunting  Doe  Deer 

Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 
During   Closed   Season 

Hunting  Snipe 

Hunting  Song  Birds 

Selling   Game  Fish 

Killing  Bear  In   Closed   Season 

AGENTS    PARTICIPATING    IN 
FEBRUARY  ARRESTS 

Pierre   Babineaux   3 

Ivy  Beard  -. 1 

Angelo  Benandi  5 

Jos.  L.  Billiot  4 

Levert   H.   Bird 4 

Julius  L.  Book 4 

Harmon  Burgess  1 

John    Busalacchi   7 

Edward  Carline  3 

Harris   Champagne    1 

Sam  J.  Chaze  8 

Ben  C.  Dahlen  6 

Less  Davis  6 

R.  A.  Davis 1 

Tom   Duck   3 

D.  L.   Farrar 1 

John  H.  Flynn 2 

Cecil  Gilmore  3 

E.  B.   Head 1 

Lesma  Hebert  8 

Clarence  Hood  1 

Wm.  M.  Jones 4 

Wilfred  Landry  1 

B.  P.  LeBlanc 4 

Louis   N.   Leleux 2 

J.   V.   McConnell 1 

Jas.    R.    McFerrin 4 

Spencer  Maxwell  2 

R.   S.   Millkin 4 

Harold   Moreau   7 

Sam   Nunez   2 

Chas.   Olano   3 

B.  C.  Patterson  1 

W.  C.  Percy,  Jr 4 


Armand    Petit    3 

Nat  Pedro   14 

Eugene  Phillips  1 

W.  J.  Plattsmier 1 

Ben  A.  Price 1 

Lawrence    Sintes 1 

T.    W.    Stewart 1 

Allen  D.  Swayze 4 

Oliver  Taunton   5 

Frank  Terrebonne  11 

Frank  Trocchiano 8 

Earl    Vaught   1 

Paul    Viotier   12 

Hector  Waguespack  3 

L.  C.  Weaver  1 

H.   0.   Warren   2 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  DURING 
FEBRUARY 

Assumption 3 

Avoyelles   8 

Caddo   1 

Caldwell  1 

Camei-on  3 

Catahoula  3 

Concordia     4 

East   Baton   Rouge 3 

Jackson     2 

Jefferson    23 

Lafayeete  1 

Lafourche     8 

Lincoln   2 

Natchitoches 1 

Orleans  8 

Ouachita 1 

Plaquemine    1 

Rapides    3 

Red  River 3 

St.  Landry  1 

St.   Martin  2 

St.  Mary  3 

St.  Tammany  1 

Tensas    1 

Vernon  6 

West   Feliciana    1 


ALLEN  PARISH   SPORTSMEN 
PLAN  ANNUAL  OUTING 

The  annual  outing  of  the  Allen 
Parish  Sportsmen's  Club  was  set 
for  April  17th  at  the  old  Fail- 
Grounds  in  Oakdale  at  a  meeting 
of  officers  of  the  club  held  March 
14.  The  Allen  Parish  delegation 
to  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion convention  in  Alexandria 
were  authorized  to  present  a  reso- 
lution asking  that  the  quail  sea- 
son be  lessened  the  last  20  days 
and  that  the  bag  limit  be  reduced 
from  15  to  10.  Duncan  Davis, 
president  of  the  club,  presided  at 
the  meeting  of  the  officers. 
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Mississippi  Also 
Sets  Closed  Season 
For  Salt  Water  Fish 

The  State  of  Mississippi  has  fol- 
lowed the  action  of  Louisiana  in 
setting  up  a  closed  season  in  inside 
waters  and  prohibiting  the  use  of 
seines  and  fish  nets  for  the  taking 
of  commercial  fish  during  the 
"spawning"  period  between  March 
16  to  May  31. 

Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  announces 
that  he  had  received  a  copy  of  an 


LOUISIANA   BAN   GOES 
INTO   EFFECT  APRIL   1 

Due  to  the  cold  weather 
that  prevailed  during  the  en- 
tire month  of  February  and 
so  far  in  March,  which  has  re- 
tarded the  spawning  of  fish 
in  coastal  waters,  the  closed 
season  scheduled  to  go  into 
effect  in  Louisiana  on  March 
16th  has  been  advanced  to 
April    1st. 


ordinance  adopted  by  the  Missis- 
sippi Seafood  Commission,  which 
is  similar  to  the  executive  order 
issued  by  the  Commissioner  re- 
cently. 

The  Mississippi  ordinance  pro- 
hibits the  taking,  possessing, 
transporting  or  selling  of  any  salt 
water  fish  taken  for  commercial 
purposes  from  the  inside  waters 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  be- 
tween March  16  and  May  31  by 
netting,  fish  seines  and  fish  tram- 
mel nets,  and  prohibits  any  such 
netting,  fish  seines  or  fish  tram- 
mel nets  to  be  carried  on  board  of 
any  vessel  at  any  time  during  the 
closed  season. 

The  ordinance  does  not  affect 
shrimp  fishing  or  sport  fishing.  It 
provides  for  fines  of  not  less  than 
$10    nor   more    than    $50    for   the 


first  offense  and  not  less  than  $25 
nor  more  than  $500  for  subsequent 
offenses. 

The  Louisiana  order  issued  by 
Commissioner  Montgomery  pro- 
hibits the  use  of  any  type  of  net- 
ting, fish  seines  and  fish  trammel 
nets  between  the  same  dates  in 
waters  up  to  18  feet  in  depth  along 
the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
from  the  Mississippi  State  line  on 
the  east  to  the  Texas  line  on  the 
west,   including  Lake   Borgne. 

Turkey  Project 
Gets  Under  Way 
In  2  Parishes 

A  turkey  propagation  project  is 
under  way  in  Beauregard  and 
Vernon  parishes  with  the  release 
recently  of  18  wild  turkeys  in 
these  two  parishes.  The  turkeys 
were  released  in  carefully  selected 
areas  where  food  and  habitat  con- 
ditions were  found  to  be  ideal. 

As  a  further  means  of  protec- 
tion, the  police  juries  of  these  two 
parishes  have  set  a  closed  season 
on  turkeys  and  no  shooting  will 
be  permitted  during  the  season  on 
wild  turkeys  which  opens  April  1st. 

The  turkey  propagation  project 
was  undertaken  by  the  Depart- 
ment's Fish  and  Game  Division 
with  the  cooperation  of  sportsmen 
groups  in  these  two  parishes. 

Under  present  housing  shortages 
it's  a  good  thing  humans  don't 
have  the  habits  of  squirrels.  Mis- 
souri has  discovered  that  each 
pair  of  squirrels  needs  three  den 
trees.  Before  the  young  are  born, 
the  female  evicts  her  mate.  He 
will  remain  in  the  vicinity  if  he 
can  find  another  apartment.  After 
the  young  are  weaned  the  old  lady 
kicks  them  out  and  dad  may  re- 
turn until  the  second  litter  is  on 
its  way.  Then  a  hunting  he  must 
go  again  .  .  .  for  a  house. 


PONCHATOULA  HIGH  JUNIOR  CLUB 


The  above  photograph  was  taken  at  a  recent 
toula  High  School  Junior  Wildlife  club.  On  the 
Bates,  one  of  the  Department's  rangers,  and  coun; 
club. 


-leeting  of  the  Poncha- 
•ight  standing  is  Jack 
llor  of  the  Ponchatoula 
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SHORT-SIGHTED 
(From  the  New  Orleans  Item) 

The  concern  with  which  seafood 
processors,  conservation  authori- 
ties and  others  view  the  depletion 
of  shrimp  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
is  understandable.  Half  the  shrimp 
annually  taken  in  the  Gulf  are 
netted  in  Louisiana  waters.  Mod- 
ern quick-freeze  methods  have 
made  this  industry  one  upon  which 
more  and  more  Louisiana  families 
depend   for  their   livelihood. 

Commissioner  Montgomery  thus 
does  well  to  stress  the  need  for 
making  shrimp-poaching  unprofit- 
able by  imposing  on  such  violators 
heavier  penalties  than  thave  been 
assessed  in  the  past.  Spectacularly 
high  shrimp  prices  have  tempted 
many  to  violate  the  law  by  seining 
inside  waters  before  the  season 
opens.  Those  who  do  this  can  af- 
ford to  pay  nominal  fines  because 
under  prevalent  prices  they  will 
still  have  more  cash  left  from  their 
take  than  ligitimate  fishing  might 
bring  them. 

Fishermen,  like  other  producers 
of  necessities,  are  entitled  to  a 
fair  return  on  their  labors.  But 
they  would  be  short-sighted  indeed 
to  let  greed  for  the  immediate  dol- 
lar deprive  them  of  future  earn- 
ings by  depleting  the  seed  stock- 
on  which  continued  plenty  de- 
pends. 

AIRPLANE  VS.  DUCK 
(Baton    Rouge    Advocate) 

Air-minded  hunters  shooting 
ducks  from  planes  have  been  ad- 
vised that  they  face  arrest  and 
prosecution.  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery  says  that  he  has  re- 
ceived numerous  complaints  that 
small'  airplanes  are  being  used  to 
round  up  waterfowl  which  are 
then  shot  by  the  passengers.  The 
shooting  of  migratory  waterfowl 
from  any  moving  vehicle  and  the 
use  of  such  vehicles  to  rally  or  stir 
up  waterfowl  is  expressly  forbid- 
den by  the  law.  The  department 
will  use  a  plane  of  its  own  to  spot 
and  identify  violators. 

And  thus  we  see  nature  fighting 
another  losing  battle  against  civili- 
zation. Man,  who  has  spent  so 
many  years  devising  increasingly 
clever  traps  for  destruction  of  the 
duck  and  the  goose,  now  pursues 
them  into  their  own  elements,  the 


air.  The  conservationists,  it  some- 
times appears,  are  fighting  a  los- 
ing struggle. 

In  earlier  days,  supplies  of  game 
of  all  kinds  seemed  unlimited  and 
animal  and  bird  life  was  slaugh- 
tered without  thought  of  the  fu- 
ture. Important  species  became 
extinct  within  a  few  years  and  as 
the  number  of  hunters  and  the 
deadliness  of  their  weapons  in- 
creased, the  most  stringent  con- 
servation methods  were  under- 
taken. In  many  cases  commercial 
hunting  has  been  forbidden  en- 
tirely and  hunting  conditions  and 
bag  limits  carefully  regulated  to 
preserve  the  species  and  protect 
the  interest  of  sportsmen  and  indi- 
vidual hunters. 

Observation  of  the  game  laws, 
of  course,  is  to  the  best  interest 
of  all  concerned,  including  even 
those  who  most  persistently  ignore 
closed  seasons,  bag  limits,  and 
other  limitations.  If  the  game  laws 
are  not  observed,  if  the  conserva- 
tion departments  of  Louisiana  and 
other  states  do  not  receive  the 
most  sincere  and  complete  co- 
operation from  all  sportsmen, 
there  soon  will  be  no  more  game 
for  anyone  to  shoot,  legally  or 
illegally. 

OYSTER  COMPETITION 
(From  the  New  Orleans  States) 

With  characteristic  gusto,  the 
West  Coast's  oystering  industry 
announces  ambitious  plans  to  put 
its  oysters  in  every  corner  store. 

Basis  of  their  intended  gastro- 
nomic coup  is  the  Japanese  oyster, 
recognized  in  these  parts  as  an 
undesirable  alien.  Discription  of 
the  Oriental  bivalve,  as  listed  by 
the  state  wildlife  and  fisheries  de- 
partment, is  that  it  is  inferior  in 
flavor,  overly  large  (up  to  four  or 
five  osters  per  pint) ,  and  sus- 
pected as  a  carrier  of  the  dreaded 
oyster-killing  Japanese  snail. 

No  newcomers  to  the  business, 
the  Pacific  Northwest  rang  up 
j  sales  of  $6,000,000  worth  of  oys- 
ters last  year.  With  annual  reseed- 
ing  of  its  coastal  beds  with  Jap 
seed-stock,  the  Western  industry's 
marketing  plans  call  for  extensive 
use  of  quick-freezing  which  would 
allow  any  corner  grocer  with  a 
frozen-food  chest  to  handle  the 
oysters. 

The  thought  of  Japanese  oys- 
ters strikes  a  cold  shudder  in  Loui- 
siana's oystering  industry  and 
another  cold  shudder  to  the  New 
Orleans  epicure  who  conjures  a 
ghastly  picture  of  a  blackfish, 
steak-size  cold  storage  oyster  from 
the  West  Coast.  If  you  don't  mind, 
Mr.  Pacific  Oysterman,  just  pass 
up  our  corner  grocery  stores  in 
Louisiana. 


